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Amendments to the ciaims : 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior listings. 
Listing of claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

registering^, in a controller entity^ a plurality of contact addresses for a user; 

receiving , at the controller entity, a request at the contro l ler ent i ty for a 
communication link to the user; 

querying^, by the controller entity^, a database at a home subscriber server for 
information regarding a manner regarding how to handle the request, when a user 
preference for forking has not been included in at least one of the request or the 
registering, wherein said gueried information indicates indicating whether [[if]] said 
request is to be forked at least one of in parallel or seguentiall v. wherein the controller 
entitv is implemented at a serving call state control function : and 

processing , at the controller entity, the request in accordance with based on the 
queried information from the database, when a user preference for forking has not been 
included in at least one of the reouest or the registering whoroin th o procossing occurs 
i n accordanco with the information from th e databas e if no user proforonc e has boon 
i ndicated for tho known contact addr e ss e s, tho usor prefer e nce i nd i cating i f a roquost is 
to b e forked in para l lel or soquont i ally . 

2-3. (Cancelled) 
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4. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed claim 1, wherein the 
registering comprises registering the plurality of contact addresses for the user in the 
controller entity which is provided in association with a multimedia network. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
registering comprises the user registering the plurality of contact addresses in at least 
two different communication networks. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
querying comprises applying a query to a sub-group of [[the]] known contact addresses. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed claim 1 , further comprising 
indicating and assigning handling instructions for at least one contact address 
independently during registration of the at least one contact address. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the 
indicating and assigning comprises indicating and handling the handling instructions for 
the at least one contact address by either the user or the database. 

10. (Canceled) 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 
at least one processor; and 

at least one memory, wherein the at least one processor and the at least one 
memory provide operations comprising: 

registering a plurality of contact addresses for a user: 

receiving a reguest for a communication link to the user; 

guervinq a database at a home subscriber server for information regarding 
a manner regarding how to handle the reguest, when a user preference for 
forking has not been included in at least one of the request or the registering, 
wherein said gueried information indicates whether said reguest is to be forked at 
least one of in parallel or seguentiallv, wherein the apparatus comprises a 
serving call state control function; and 

processing the reguest based on the gueried information from the 
database, when a user preference for forking has not been included in at least 
one of the reguest or the registering 

a r e gister configur e d to regist e r a plura li ty of contact addr e ss e s for a us e r; and 
an int e rfac e to a database configured to store information r e garding a mann e r 
regarding how to hand l e a roquost for th e us e r; 

a querying unit configur e d to query the database; and 

a proc e ssor configured to process r e quests for conn e ctions to th e user in 
accordanc o with th e information from th e databas e , sa i d information indicating if said 
r o qu o st is to b o fork e d in para l l e l or o o quontial l y, wh o r o in tho proc o ssor is configured to 
proc e ss a r e qu e st for a connection in accordanc e with the information from th e 
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database if no usor proforenc e has boon indicatod for tho known contact addrossos, th e 
usor pr e f e ronco i ndicating i f a request i s to bo forked in parallel or soquontia ll y. 

12-19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

registration means for registering a plurality of contact addresses for a user; 

interface means for interfacing to a database means for storing information 
regarding how to handle a request for the user; 

auervina means for querying the database at a home subscriber server for 
information regarding a manner regarding how to handle the request, when a user 
preference for forking has not been included in at least one of the reguest or the 
registering, wherein said gueried information indicates whether said request is to be 
forked at least one of in parallel or sequentially, wherein the apparatus comprises a 
serving call state control function: and 

processinq means for processing the request based on the queried information 
from the database, when a user preference for forking has not been included in at least 
one of the request or the registering 

query i ng m e ans for querying tho databas e means for i nformat i on r e garding a 
mann e r regarding how to hand l e tho request; and 

proc e ssing means for proc e ss i ng th e r e quest in accordanc e with th e i nformation 
from th e storag e moans, sa i d information ind i cating if said request i s to bo forked in 
par all el or soquontial l y, wherein tho processing moans is configured to process the 
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requ e st in accordanc e with th e i nformation from th e storag e moans i f no us e r 
profor e nce has boen i ndicated for the l <nown contact addresses, th e usor preferenc e 
ind i cating i f a request i s to bo forked i n parallol or soquont i a l ly. 

Claim 21-22. (Canceled) 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the 
processing occurs in accordance with the information from the database if the request 
does not comprise any caller preferences, the caller preferences indicating if a request 
is to be forked in parallel or sequentially. 

Claims 24-25. (Canceled) 

26. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed claim 1 1 , wherein the 
apparatus is provided in association with a multimedia network. 

27. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
registering reg i st e r is configured to register the plurality of contact addresses in at least 
two different communication networks. 

28. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the 
querying applies un i t i s configured to apply a query to a sub-group of [[the]] known 
contact addresses. 
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29. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed claim 1 1 , further 
comprising a roco i v e r configurod to rocoiv e receiving handling instructions for at least 
one contact address during registration of the at least one contact address. 

30. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 29, wherein the 
r o coiv e r rec oi vos tho handling instructions are received from at least one of eithef the 
user or the database. 



-7- 

Application No. 10/733,635 



